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THE ORDINATION OF PRIESTS

Vesting with the Priestly Stole and Chasuble and the Anointing of Hands
(Chapter II, nos. 134 and 162)

84 CHAPTER II

The Anointing of Hands and 
the Handing On of Bread and Wine

132. After the Prayer of Ordination, all sit. The Bishop receives the miter. 
The newly ordained rise. The Priests standing near the Bishop return to their 
places, but some of them arrange the stole of each of the newly ordained in 
the manner proper to Priests and vest each with a chasuble.

133. Next, the Bishop puts on a linen gremial and, if appropriate, he 
instructs the people. Then he anoints with sacred Chrism the palms of each 
of the newly ordained as he kneels before him, saying:

May the Lord Jesus Christ, 
whom the Father anointed with the Holy Spirit 

and power,
guard and preserve you,
that you may sanctify the Christian people 
and offer sacrifice to God.

Then, the Bishop and the newly ordained wash their hands.

134. While the newly ordained are vested with stole and chasuble, and 
while the Bishop anoints their hands, the following antiphon is sung with 
Psalm 110 (109):
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Or, another appropriate liturgical song with a similar theme to the antiphon 
may be sung, especially when Psalm 110 (109) has been used as the Respon-
sorial Psalm in the Liturgy of the Word.
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Psalm 110 (109):1-5, 7
1 The Lord’s revelation to my lord: †

“Sit at my right hand, *
until I make your foes your footstool.” R.

2 The Lord will send from Zion †
your scepter of power: *
rule in the midst of your foes.

3 With you is princely rule *
on the day of your power.

In holy splendor, from the womb before the dawn, *
I have begotten you. R.

4 The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change: †
“You are a priest forever, *
according to the order of Melchizedek.” R.

5 The Lord at your right hand *
shatters kings on the day of his wrath.

7 He shall drink from the stream by the wayside, *
and therefore he shall lift up his head. R.

The Glory be to the Father is not said. The psalm is interrupted, however, 
and the antiphon repeated after the hands of all the newly ordained have 
been anointed.

135. Next, some of the faithful bring a paten holding the bread and a chal-
ice containing the wine mixed with water for the celebration of Mass. A 
Deacon receives them and brings them to the Bishop. Each of the newly 
ordained kneels before the Bishop, who places the paten and chalice into 
his hands, while saying to each one:

Receive the oblation of the holy people to be 
offered to God. 

Understand what you will do, 
imitate what you will celebrate,
and conform your life to the mystery of the 

Lord’s Cross.


